Hagbard’'s Mound

A Place Where History and Legend Meet

In the heart of the beautiful landscape near the village of
Sigersted in Ringsted Municipality, Hagbard's Mound rises as a
silent witness to the dramas of the past. This impressive burial
mound is one of Denmark’s largest and dates back to the
Bronze Age - over 3,000 years ago. But the significance of the
mound goes far beyond its archaeological value. It is insepa-
rably tied to one of Denmark’s most moving tales of love: The
Legend of Hagbard and Signe.

500 meters to the north lies Elmehgj, which is also known as
Signe’'s Mound.

Love and Tragedy:

The Legend of Hagbard and Signe

King Siger (also known as Sigfred or Sigurd) had his royal esta-
te in Sigersted. He was the father of two sons and a daughter
named Signe. The king's sons came into conflict with the
Norwegian under-king Hamund's three sons, one of whom
was Hagbard. In time, peace was made between them, and the
Norwegian princes accompanied the Danes back to Sigersted.
It was here that Hagbard and Signe fell deeply in love.

However, the peace did not last. The conflict flared up once
more, ending in tragedy: Hagbard's two brothers were killed,
and Hagbard himself took revenge by killing Signe's two bro-
thers. This left Hagbard in grave danger. Desperate to see Signe
one last time, he disguised himself in women's clothing and
gained access to her chamber. There, the two lovers swore an
oath to each other: if one of them should die, the other would
follow.

Hagbard was soon discovered and sentenced to death by
hanging. To test Signe's vow, he arranged for his cloak to be
hoisted up in the gallows as a signal that he was dead. When
Signe saw the sign, believing Hagbard already lost, she fulfilled
her promise: she set fire to her chamber, perishing in the fla-

mes along with her maidens.

When Hagbard saw the smoke rising, he understood that
Signe had kept her word. Only then could he calmly face his
own death.

Inspiration for Fairy Tales and Tragedies
Hagbard's Mound and the legend attached to this place appear
in Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale “A String of Pearls” from
1859. In the story, a series of geographical locations are woven
into a poetic narrative.

The poet writes:

‘Now we come to Sigersted near the town of Ringsted, the
stream’s bed lies low; the yellow grain grows where Hag-
bard'’s boat once landed, not far from Signe’s maiden bower.
Who does not know the legend of Hagbard, who hung in the
oak, and Signe's chamber that stood in flames—the legend of
strong love.”

The legend also inspired Adam Oehlenschlager to write the
tragedy “Hagbard and Signe”in 1815, and it served as the in-
spiration for the film “The Red Mantle” (Den Rode Kappe) from
1967, directed by Gabriel Axel.

Botanically Interesting

The area is a dry grassland, and because it is a hill, there is
significant runoff of rainwater. At the same time, the ancient
monument has been kept free from cultivation and fertiliza-
tion for many hundreds of years. This has created rare grow-
ing conditions that favor uncommon plants; among others,
Deptford pink and devil's-bit scabious grow here. Nearly 100
plant species have been recorded on this mound, which is an
unusually high number for a burial mound in Zealand.
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Hagbards Hgj

- et sted hvor historie og sagn mades

Midt i det smukke landskab ved landsbyen Sigersted
1 Ringsted Kommune, rejser Hagbards Hgj sig som
et tavst vidne om fortidens dramaer. Denne impon-
erende gravhgj er en af Danmarks storste og stam-

mer fra bronzealderen - mere end 3.000 & gammel.

Men hgjens betydning raekker langt ud over dens
arkeeologiske veerdi. Den er ulgseligt knyttet til en af
Danmarks mest beveegende keerlighedsforteellinger;
Sagnet om Hagbard og Signe.

500 meter mod nord ligger Elmehgj, som ogsa
kaldes Signes Hgj.
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Keerlighed og tragedie:
- Sagnet om Hagbard og Signe

Kong Siger (ogsa kendt som Sigfred eller Sigurd)
havde sin kongsgard i Sigersted. Han var far til

to senner og en datter ved navn Signe. Kongens
sgnner kom i konflikt med den norske underkonge
Hamunds tre sgnner, hvoraf den ene var Hagbard.
Efter en tid blev der dog sluttet fred mellem dem,
og de norske prinser fulgte med de danske hjem til
Sigersted. Her blev Hagbard og Signe forelskede i
hinanden.
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Elmehgj (Signes Haj) ses bedst hvor Skeelskervej bliver til Alstedvej.
Koordinaterne for Elmehgj er 55.412206, 11.707301
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Freden varede dog ikke ved. Striden blussede op pa
ny, og det endte tragisk: Hagbards to brgdre blev
dreebt, og Hagbard selv tog heevn ved at dreebe
Signes to bredre. Dermed var Hagbard i alvorlig livs-
fare. For at opsage Signe i hemmelighed kleedte han
sig i kvindetgj og fik adgang til hendes kammer. Her
lovede de hinanden troskab indtil deden—hvis den
ene skulle dg, ville den anden fglge med.

Hagbard blev dog afslgret og dgmt til heengning.
For at seette Signes lofte pa prove lod han sin kappe
hejse op i galgen som tegn pé, at han var ded. Da
Signe sé& dette, troede hun, at hendes elskede al-
lerede havde mistet livet. Hun holdt sit ord og satte
ild til sit kammer, hvor bade hun og hendes terner
indebreendte.

Da Hagbard sa regen stige op, forstod han, at Signe
havde holdt sit lgfte. Forst da kunne han g4 deden
roligt i made.

Inspiration for eventyr og tragedier

Hagbards Hgj og det sagn, som knytter sig til stedet,
indgar i H.C.Andersens eventyr “Et Stykke Perle-
snor” fra 1859. I eventyret indgér en lang reekke

geografiske lokaliteter i eventyrets poetiske ramme.

Digteren skriver: “Nu komme vi til Sigersted ved
Ringsted By; Aaleiet er lavt; det gule Kom voxer,
hvor Hagbarths Baad lagde an, ikke langt fra Signes
Jomfrubuur. Hvo kjender ikke Sagnet om Hagbarth,
der hang i Egen og Signeli\s Buur stod i Lue, Sagnet
om den steerke Kjeerlighed.”

Sagnet inspirerede Ohlenschlager til at skrive tra-
gedien "Hagbarth og Signe”i 1815 og det har ogsa
veeret inspiration til filmen "Den raode kappe” fra
1967, instrueret af Gabriel Axel.

Botanisk interessant

Omréadet er et tort overdrev og pa grund af, at det er
en hgj, er der stor afstremning af regnvand. Samti-
dig har fortidsmindet vaeret holdt udenfor dyrkning
0g gedning i mange hundrede ar. Det giver nogle
sjeeldne vaekstbetingelser, som begunstiger sjeeldne
planter, bl.a. tjeerenellike og djeevlesbid vokser her.
Der er optalt naesten 100 plantearter p4 denne

haj. Det er useedvanligt mange for en sjeellandsk
gravhgj.




